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It  wasn't really Dixie Sue S ta rk 's  intention to graduate from the University 
of Montana with a long l i s t  of awards and honors, but she 's done i t  anyway.
She even has had a research paper published in a prestigious national professional 
journal.
Stark, from Biddle, Mont., a high honors graduate in botany this spring, 
recently received the UM Sigma XI national science honorary's Senior Award for 
her outstanding academic achievements at UM. She graduates with a 3.98 grade- 
point average, on a 4.0 scale.
Also th is year she received a $900 Dufresne Scholarship for academic 
achievement, the Charles Waters Memorial Award for the outstanding UM botany 
student, and the Sam and Nellie Maclay Book Award, worth $100.
Last year Stark received the James W. Gebhart Award in science education at 
UM and the Botanical Society of America Young Botanist Recognition Award.
As a UM Gordon and Anna Watkins scholarship winner in 1980-81, Stark con­
ducted a senior honors research project in botany. With the help of her primary 
adviser, Dr. David Bilderback, professor of botany, Stark submitted her research 
paper on the "Anatomical and Physiological Studies of Floral Tub Elongation of 
Crocus vernus" to the American Journal of Botany and i t  was accepted for publicati
According to Dr. Sherman Preece, chairman of botany at UM, "The fact that 
Dixie is  a senior and almost a ll papers in the American Journal of Botany result
(over)
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from the author's doctoral d issertation or post-doctoral research makes this 
event as remarkable as is  the author."
Stark, who is  earning her teaching certif icate, has been a student teacher 
at M issou la 's  Sentinel High School this spring.
Among her non-academic a c t iv it ie s  at UM, Stark has helped conduct tjie 
annual Science Fair and UM Days programs for high school students and she has 
been a peer adviser for general studies students.
Stark, daughter of Wallace and L i ly  Patten of Biddle, is  a 1977 graduate of 
Powder River County High School in Broadus. Her husband, Michael, from Broadus, 
is  a senior in art at UM.
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